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Corporate ‘Green’ Loan 

 

In July 2014 Sainsbury’s announced it had entered into a £200m ‘Green’ bank loan 

with proceeds to be invested in on-going carbon reduction and sustainability projects 

including, for example, our award winning project Graphite programme. 

Project Graphite is focused on improving energy efficiency in our existing stores and 

investing in onsite renewable energy, and it includes measures such as replacing 

existing lighting with energy efficient LED lamps, producing renewable heat from 

ground source heat pumps and installing photovoltaic solar panels on our roofs. 

Proceeds from the Green Loan will be further used to fund clean energy generation, 

energy efficiency, carbon reduction through refrigeration gas replacement and water 

saving projects.  

The key activities undertaken by the Company during the financial year 2015/16 

were as follows: 

 Energy Efficiency and LED lighting replacement in 89 stores and Holborn 
Store Support Centre; 

 Energy Efficiency and LED lighting in 1 store during a Refit, 6 new 
supermarkets, 68 new convenience stores, 1 extension in convenience store 
and 6 refits in convenience stores, 

 Solar Panels on 1 new store;  

 Ground Source Heat Pumps in 1 new store; 

 CHP in 3 new stores; 

 Refrigeration system replacement to natural refrigerant (Carbon Dioxide) in  
18 stores; 

 BMS lighting setting adjustment and refrigeration defrost and suction 
optimisation in 599 stores. 

 

A majority of the investment has been focused on replacing our existing lighting with 

LED lighting. The full year effect of this work saves over 28 million kWh, which is the 

equivalent to the annual electricity use of 13 mid-size supermarkets. 



 

Summary of Expenditure and Carbon Reduction 

2015/16 (Year 2) 

 

The data shown in the table below has been independently verified by the Carbon 
Trust (1)  

 

 

(1) The Carbon Trust is an independent, expert partner of leading organizations around the world, 

helping them contribute to and benefit from a more sustainable future through carbon 

reduction, resource efficiency strategies and commercializing low carbon technologies. 
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